
Van Buren County Board of Road Commissioners

Thursday, April 18, 2013
Regular Meeting - Administrative Office, Lawrence, Michigan

BE IT REMEMBERED: That on the April 18, 2013 at 7:00 PM, E.D.T., the Board of County
Road Commissioners for the County of Van Buren met in regular session in the offices in
Lawrence, Michigan.

PRESENT: Road Commissioners Askew, Boze, Kinney, Ray, and Svilpe
Engineer-Manager Lawrence B. Hummel, P.E.
Accountant Gregory M. Pardike
Highway Engineer Barry Anttila
County Commissioner Freestone

GUESTS: John Canning, Fifth Third Bank
Brad Thomas, Brad Thomas Excavating
Ron Osborne, Antwerp Township
Derek Hall, Michigan Department of Treasury

Chairman Kinney called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

No additions/deletions to the Agenda.

Motion by Boze, seconded by Svilpe to approve the Agenda.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

John Canning provided the investment overview for the Van Buren County Road
Commission and the current market reaction/position relative to Washington.  Fixed
income is so low there is very little opportunity to make money.  2012 was a good year for
the Plan returns.  YTD 2013 a slight plus to returns.

Moved by Svilpe and seconded by Askew to approve the minutes of the April 4, 2013
meeting as presented by Board Secretary Pardike.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

The Chairman opened the meeting to public comment.  None was received.

Derek Hall of the Michigan Department of Treasury reviewed the Independent Audit Report
for the year ended December 31, 2012; specifically, the Balance Sheet-Government Fund
(Exhibit C), Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance-
Governmental Fund (Exhibit E), General Operating Fund-Analysis of Changes in Fund
Balance (Exhibit K), General Operating Fund-Analysis of Revenues (Exhibit L), and
General Operating Fund Analysis of Expenditures (Exhibit M).  Final draft of full report will
be available in a few weeks with final report approximately 30-45 days later.

The Board Secretary-Accountant provided a review of the operating budgets and operating
fund.  No significant activity to date since last month.  In a few weeks we will be recognizing
significant expenditures due to the rain and wind events over these last several days.

Moved by Boze, seconded by Ray to approve the following Road Commission Vouchers:

Voucher #1737 $88,606.89
Voucher #1738 $372,025.47

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

The following bids were received at 7:45 PM for the replacement of a crosspipe in Geneva
Township on 68  Street:th



Brad Thomas Excavating $75,395.79
Southwestern MI Dust Control $95,448.00
Balkema Excavating, Inc. $98,000.00
Compton, Inc. $83,612.00
C. Johnson & Son $120,539.00

Motion by Ray, seconded by Svilpe to authorize the Engineer-Manager to award, in the
best interest of the Van Buren County Road Commission, upon review and tabulation by
staff.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

The following bids were received at 7:55 PM for heavy maintenance on 32  Street innd

Porter Township:

Brad Thomas Excavating $330,883.50
Southwestern MI Dust Control $305,315.50
Balkema Excavating, Inc. $374,582.00
C. Johnson & Son Excavating $387,257.00

Motion by Ray, seconded by Svilpe to authorize the Engineer-Manager to award, in the
best interest of the Van Buren County Road Commission, upon review and tabulation by
engineering staff.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Board Secretary-Accountant Pardike provided a review of the Act 51 Report for all present.
He provided more detail on how capital assets are depreciated; i.e., equipment, facilities
and infrastructure (roads and bridges).  Motion by Svilpe, seconded by Askew to approve
the Act 51 Report for FY 2012.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Board Secretary-Accountant provided a review of the Ninety-Sixth Annual Report of the
Board of County Road Commissioners of Van Buren County for the year ending December
31, 2012 for all present.  Motion by Ray, seconded by Svilpe to approve.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

It was moved by Commissioner Chester M. Ray and seconded by Commissioner Alain E.
Svilpe to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS:  The Board has reviewed the application for Local Bridge Funding for the
replacement of the structure that carries 2  Avenue  over the Mentha Drain in Pine Grovend

Township; and,

WHEREAS:  The bridge does not meet present day standards for shoulder clearance or
traffic lane widths, and the bridge does not provide the safety margins now required by
present day design standards; and,

WHEREAS: The current structure’s foundations are not known; and,

WHEREAS:  Because of the deterioration of the present structure a complete replacement
would be in the best interest of the traveling public.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  That the Board concurs in the importance of the
replacement of this structure and urges approval of the application for Local Bridge



Funding for the structure that carries 2  Avenue over the Mentha Drain.nd

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED: That plans for said replacement can be ready within 60 days
after notification of a successful application.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

It was moved by Commissioner Chester M. Ray and seconded by Commissioner Alain E.
Svilpe  to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS:  The Board has reviewed the application for Local Bridge Funding for the
replacement of the structure that carries 8  Avenue over the Black River in Genevath

Township; and,

WHEREAS:  The bridge does not meet present day standards for shoulder clearance or
traffic lane widths, and the bridge does not provide the safety margins now required by
present day design standards; and,

WHEREAS: The current structure restricts the waterway causing scour issues; and,

WHEREAS:  Because of the deterioration of the present structure a complete replacement
would be in the best interest of the traveling public.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  That the Board concurs in the importance of the
replacement of this structure and urges approval of the application for Local Bridge
Funding for the structure that carries 8  Avenue over the Black River.th

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED: That plans for said replacement can be ready within 60 days
after notification of a successful application.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

It was moved by Commissioner Chester M. Ray and seconded by Commissioner Alain E.
Svilpe to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: The Board has reviewed the application for Local Bridge Funding for
preventative maintenance work on the structure that carries CR380/20th Avenue over the
south branch of the Black River in Geneva Township; and,

WHEREAS: The bridge is in need of an epoxy overlay; and,

WHEREAS: Preventative maintenance work on the structure would be in the best interest
of the traveling public as it would prolong the life of the structure.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board concurs in the importance of the
preventative maintenance on this structure and that plans for said preventative
maintenance can be ready within 60 days after notification of a successful application.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board urges approval of the application for Local
Bridge Funding for the structure that carries CR380/20th Avenue over the south branch of
the Black River.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

It was moved by Commissioner Chester M. Ray and seconded by Commissioner Alain E.
Svilpe to adopt the following Resolution:



RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: The Board has reviewed the application for Local Bridge Funding for
preventative maintenance work on the structure that carries CR687 over the Paw Paw
River, Hartford Township; and,

WHEREAS: The bridge is in need of joint repairs and an epoxy overlay; and,

WHEREAS: Preventative maintenance work on the structure would be in the best interest
of the traveling public as it would prolong the life of the structure.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board concurs in the importance of the
preventative maintenance on this structure and that plans for said preventative
maintenance can be ready within 60 days after notification of a successful application.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board urges approval of the application for Local
Bridge Funding for the structure that carries CR687 over the Paw Paw River.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

It was moved by Commissioner Chester M. Ray and seconded by Commissioner Alain E.
Svilpe to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: The Board has reviewed the application for Local Bridge Funding for
preventative maintenance work on the structure that carries CR668 over the Dowagiac
Creek in Decatur Township; and,

WHEREAS: The bridge is in need of joint repairs and an epoxy overlay; and,

WHEREAS: Preventative maintenance work on the structure would be in the best interest
of the traveling public as it would prolong the life of the structure.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board concurs in the importance of the
preventative maintenance on this structure and that plans for said preventative
maintenance can be ready within 60 days after notification of a successful application.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board urges approval of the application for Local
Bridge Funding for the structure that carries CR668 over the Dowagiac Creek.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

It was moved by Commissioner Chester M. Ray and seconded by Commissioner Alain E.
Svilpe to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: The Board has reviewed the application for Local Bridge Funding for
preventative maintenance work on the structure that carries 44  Avenue over the Paw Pawth

River in Waverly Township; and,

WHEREAS: The bridge is in need of joint repairs and an epoxy overlay; and,

WHEREAS: Preventative maintenance work on the structure would be in the best interest
of the traveling public as it would prolong the life of the structure.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board concurs in the importance of the
preventative maintenance on this structure and that plans for said preventative
maintenance can be ready within 60 days after notification of a successful application.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board urges approval of the application for Local
Bridge Funding for the structure that carries 44  Avenue over the Paw Paw River.th



AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

It was moved by Commissioner Chester M. Ray and seconded by Commissioner Alain E.
Svilpe to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: The Board has reviewed the application for Local Bridge Funding for
preventative maintenance work on the structure that carries CR681 over the Paw Paw
River in Lawrence Township; and,

WHEREAS: The bridge is in need of joint repairs and an epoxy overlay; and,

WHEREAS: Preventative maintenance work on the structure would be in the best interest
of the traveling public as it would prolong the life of the structure.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board concurs in the importance of the
preventative maintenance on this structure and that plans for said preventative
maintenance can be ready within 60 days after notification of a successful application.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board urges approval of the application for Local
Bridge Funding for the structure that carries CR681 over the Paw Paw River.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

It was moved by Commissioner Chester M. Ray and seconded by Commissioner Alain E.
Svilpe to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: The Board has reviewed the application for Local Bridge Funding for
preventative maintenance work on the structure that carries 35.50th Street over the Paw
Paw River in Waverly Township; and,

WHEREAS: The bridge is in need of joint repairs and an epoxy overlay; and,

WHEREAS: Preventative maintenance work on the structure would be in the best interest
of the traveling public as it would prolong the life of the structure.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board concurs in the importance of the
preventative maintenance on this structure and that plans for said preventative
maintenance can be ready within 60 days after notification of a successful application.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board urges approval of the application for Local
Bridge Funding for the structure that carries 35.50th Street over the Paw Paw River.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

It was moved by Commissioner Chester M. Ray and seconded by Commissioner Alain E.
Svilpe to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: The Board has reviewed the application for Local Bridge Funding for
preventative maintenance work on the structure that carries 64  Avenue over the westth

branch of the Paw Paw River in Paw Paw Township; and,

WHEREAS: The bridge is in need of joint repairs and an epoxy overlay; and,

WHEREAS: Preventative maintenance work on the structure would be in the best interest
of the traveling public as this would prolong the life of the structure.



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board concurs in the importance of the
preventative maintenance on this structure and that plans for said preventative
maintenance can be ready within 60 days after notification of a successful application.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board urges approval of the application for Local
Bridge Funding for the structure that carries 64  Avenue over the west branch of the Pawth

Paw River.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

Amendments to Van Buren County Road Commission Policy No. 2005-00, Title VI Non-
Discrimination Plan* were reviewed by Board-Secretary Accountant Pardike.  Upon a
motion by Svilpe, seconded by Askew, the Amended Policy No. 2005-00 was approved by
the Board.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

*A copy of the Road Commission’s Title VI Non-Discrimination Plan is available for inspection upon request.

Please contact the Administrative Office at 269-674-8011.

Pardike then reviewed proposed Policy No. 2013-01, Limited English Proficiency (LEP)
Plan with the Board.  Upon a motion by Boze, seconded by Svilpe, Policy No. 2013-01,
Limited English Proficiency Plan* was adopted.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

*A copy of the Road Commission’s Limited English Proficiency Plan is available for inspection upon request.

Please contact the Administrative Office at 269-674-8011.

Discussion held at the request of Commissioner Kinney to designate person to provide
public notice of a meeting pursuant to the Open Meetings Act.  Upon motion by Askew,
seconded by Boze the Board designated the Engineer-Manager, Administrative Secretary
or Board Secretary-Accountant to provide such notice, or his or her designee.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Svilpe, seconded by Askew to authorize the Engineer-Manager to execute the
Contributed Services Agreement for the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study Match. 

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

*A copy of the Contributed Services Agreement for the Kalamazoo Area Transportation Study Match is

available for inspection upon request.  Please contact the Administrative Office at 269-674-8011.

The Board reviewed Geneva Township’s Resolution regarding reconstruction of CR380 as
per Board policy.  Upon motion by Askew, seconded by Ray the Board accepted the
Geneva Township Board’s proposal regarding funding for the CR380 project.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Road Commissioner's Township Meeting Attendance Report

From April 4  to present:th

Askew: Attended Geneva Township.  Attended Bangor Township; no issues.  Attended
CRAM Commissioners’ Annual Conference.  Brought back the concept of staff opening



tabulating, etc. bids at public meeting, then bringing report to the Board.  Commissioner
Ray felt the current way the Board handles this is the most transparent.  Pardike
commented on Treasury Auditor’s comments regarding this issue.  The proposal is
certainly legal and is used by many counties.  Commissioner Svilpe felt it was best to leave
as is.

Boze: Attended Hamilton Township; resident still complaining about trees on 72  Avenuend

from 50  Street to 45  Street.  Also, no street signs at many of the intersections in theth th

township.  Attended Lawrence Township; no issues.  Attended Hartford Township; no
issues.

Kinney: Attended Paw Paw Township; questions about railroad crossing at CR671 (Tea
Pot Dome).  Took report of Three Mile Lake sign broken off.  Staff contacted MDOT.
Attended Decatur Township; still interested in an aggressive tree trimming program.

Ray: No meetings.

Svilpe: Attended Antwerp Township; no issues.  Attended Almena Township; no issues.
Attended Porter Township; no issues.

Motion by Ray, seconded by Svilpe to approve Askew’s special request for per diem for
three days at $50.00 each day for CRAM Annual Commissioners’ Conference for a total
of $150.00.  

AYES: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSTAIN: 1 
MOTION CARRIED.

Highway Engineer Barry Anttila reported on the following:
• Red Arrow Highway project is underway.  Delayed due to weather.
• Bridge Resolutions; provided brief explanation of each Resolution and scope

of work.
• Township estimates; working on completing remaining estimates.
• Field reviews of structures with staff around county regarding scour/storm

issues.
• Bids this evening are very close to engineer’s estimates.  Porter Township

project (32  Street) will need to be adjusted and sent to the township fornd

approval.

Engineer-Manager Update(s):
• Commissioner Kinney’s request for podium.
• SWRCC Meeting on May 13, 2013 at 12 noon, The Trestle Stop, Hamilton.

Commissioner Kinney asked if the Board wanted to entertain the Jack Clary letter
regarding legal services for labor law work.  Offering to provide a marketing presentation.
Board feels that they are not interested at this point.  Directed Engineer-Manager to send
a response stating as such.  Keep proposal on file.  Motion by Ray, seconded by Askew.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

The Chairman recessed the regular meeting at 9:23 PM to open a Regular Meeting of the
Board of Public Works.  Motion by Ray, seconded by Boze.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

The regular Road Commission meeting was reconvened at 9:26 PM with all members
present.  Motion by Boze, seconded by Svilpe.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.



A motion was made by Svilpe and seconded by Boze to adjourn the Call of the Chair at
9:26 PM.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

______________________________ ______________________________
Secretary Chairman


