
Van Buren County Board of Road Commissioners

October 16, 2014
Regular Meeting - Administrative Office, Lawrence, Michigan

BE IT REMEMBERED: That on the 16th day of October, 2014 at 7:00 PM, E.D.T., the
Board of County Road Commissioners for the County of Van Buren met in regular session
in the offices in Lawrence, Michigan.

PRESENT: Road Commissioners Askew, Boze (arrived at 7:05 PM), Kinney, Ray, and
Svilpe
Engineer-Manager Lawrence B. Hummel, P.E.
Accountant Gregory M. Pardike
Highway Engineer Barry Anttila

GUESTS: County Commissioner Freestone
Regina Hoover, Bangor Township Supervisor
Dave Houdek, Bangor Township Treasurer
John Vargo
Ron Osborne, Antwerp Township Resident

Chairman Kinney called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

No additions/deletions to the Agenda.

Motion by Askew, seconded by Ray to approve the Agenda.

AYES: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1
MOTION CARRIED.

Moved by Ray and seconded by Svilpe to approve the minutes of the October 2, 2014
meeting as presented by Board Secretary Pardike.

AYES: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1
MOTION CARRIED.

The Chairman opened the meeting to public comment.  Ron Osborne, a resident of
Antwerp Township, expressed his concerns regarding the curb and gutter installation of a
new driveway.  Feels that the curb is on “his” property and wants to be sure that IF a
drainage issue develops in the future that he is on record with his concerns and will expect
that it gets fixed at no cost to him if needed.

Regina Hoover, Bangor Township Supervisor, commented regarding 48th Avenue
reconstruction project.  She wants to know why job was not bid out earlier and if it was,
could it have been a better price?  Project is due to be completed by October 31, 2014. 
If not completed, she wants the Road Commission to send letters to all residents on the
road explaining that township was not the reason for the delay.  Anttila explained that the
contractor is scheduled for a start yet this week, weather permitting.  He further explained
that the delay was due, in part, to replacing the county drain pipe crossing and allowing it
time to settle.  Regina requested to be first in line for the completion next spring.

The Board Secretary-Accountant provided a review of the operating budgets and operating
fund.  Public Act 252 provided a one-time appropriation of the State General Fund to the
Road and Bridge Program.  These funds will be paid by the State to the Van Buren County
Road Commission quarterly totaling approximately $550,000.00.  The first of four
installments will come in next month, with three more next year.  Update on appropriation
of PRIP funds received this year, so we will have to carry those funds into next year’s
available operating fund ($1,235,000.00).  Lots of federal and state aid activity in the past
few weeks.  Sealcoat has been wrapped up and billings are going out.  Approximately 50%
of township revenues received to date.



Pardike presented line item budget adjustments as follows:

Current New

Expenditures
   Maintenance-Primary Roads
      Structures $5,000.00 $9,800.00
   Maintenance-Local Roads
      Traffic Services $420,000.00 $412,600.00

Structures $10,000.00 $12,600.00

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Ray, seconded by Svilpe to approve.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Moved by Boze, seconded by Askew to approve the following Road Commission Vouchers:

Voucher #1817 $17,860.27
Voucher #1818 $108,879.04
Voucher #1819 $316,900.12

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Ray, seconded by Boze to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: On October 31, 2014 Duane Nelson will retire from his position as a Road
Maintenance Employee for the Van Buren County Road Commission; and,

WHEREAS: Duane Nelson began his employment with the Van Buren County Road
Commission on June 16, 1986 working as a Truck Driver and a Loader
Operator for more than 28 years as a dedicated member of the Van Buren
County Road Commission’s staff; and,

WHEREAS: As a Road Maintenance Employee, Duane Nelson performed a variety of
tasks on a seasonal basis, including snow plowing, truck driving, pothole
patching, tree trimming/removal, equipment operation and other duties, as
needed; and,

WHEREAS: The harsh winters in Van Buren County presented the most daunting
challenges where Duane often worked in extreme conditions, exhibiting
personal dedication and extraordinary efforts to safeguard the motoring
public throughout Van Buren County; and,

WHEREAS: Duane Nelson performed his many duties at the Van Buren County Road
Commission with great expertise, pride and professionalism, in the best
interest of the citizens of Van Buren County, and the Van Buren County
Road Commission.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of County Road Commissioners
of Van Buren County hereby publicly express its appreciation and gratitude to Duane
Nelson for his service to the citizens of Van Buren County.  Further, they wish Duane and
his wife, Debbie, the very best in his retirement years.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.



Motion by Boze and seconded by Askew to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: On October 31, 2014 Roger Newcomb will retire from his position as a Road
Maintenance Employee for the Van Buren County Road Commission where
he has worked as a Truck Driver and dedicated member of the Road
Commission staff since September 19, 1988; and,

WHEREAS: As a Road Maintenance Employee, Roger Newcomb was routinely in the
field performing a variety of tasks on a seasonal basis, including snow
plowing, truck driving, pothole patching and tree trimming/removal; and,

WHEREAS: Roger Newcomb often encountered adverse conditions while performing his
many duties, especially during the harsh winter months; and,

WHEREAS: Roger Newcomb exhibited personal dedication and performed extraordinary
efforts to safeguard the motoring public throughout Van Buren County.  He
accomplished his tasks with pride, demonstrating competence and
commitment in his work in the best interest of the citizens of Van Buren
County, and the Van Buren County Road Commission.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of County Road Commissioners
of Van Buren County hereby publicly declares its gratitude to Roger Newcomb for his 26
years of service to the citizens and motoring public in Van Buren County.  Further, they
wish Roger and his wife, Sue, the very best in his retirement years.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

Upon a motion by Svilpe, seconded by Ray, the Ballot was marked to deny the proposed
revisions to Constitution and Bylaws for the CRA of Michigan.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Upon a motion by Askew, seconded by Boze, the Dalton’s Proposal to extend 2014 brush
spray pricing for the 2015 season was approved.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Engineer-Manager updated the Board on the award of MDOT 2NS Ice Control Sand to
Aggregate Resources, Inc., in the best interest of the Van Buren County Road
Commission.

The Board’s signature was obtained on the Title Page for 24th Avenue over the South
Branch of the Black River, Columbia Township.

Road Commissioner's Township Meeting Attendance Report

From October 2nd to present:

Askew: Covert Township, all is going well.  Geneva Township, questions on CR380
segment and CR388 repairs at 68th Street.  Bangor Township, heard report from Bangor
Township Officials earlier in the meeting.

Boze: Keeler Township, reported on Roadeo.  All is going well.  Lawrence Township,
sealing complete.  All is going well.  Hartford Township, going well.  Hamilton Township,
complaints on CR352; removal of corn, and damage by contractor in removal of trees and
clearing by Druskovich anc Falkner.  Staff continues to investigate the issues to resolution.

Kinney: Paw Paw Township, handed out new request for service forms to assist in the
process.  Decatur Township, Supervisor complimented on CR352 road work.  City of



Decatur “Lagoon Road” to be done soon.  Arlington Township, Supervisor read notices
from Road Commission.  Hope to have requests in by December this year.

Ray: Meeting on October 10th with Bloomingdale Township, City of Gobles, Gobles
Schools, Michigan State Police, Hummel and Ericksen regarding Mill Lake Road speed
limits and signage.  The end result seems to be positive.

Svilpe: Almena Township, discussed issues of guardrail requests.  They will want to move
forward with local routes.  Requested 33rd Street information.  Porter Township, discussed
CR354 project.

Special Requests for per diem.  None.

Highway Engineer Barry Anttila reported on the following:

• CR354, letters out today for deferral of project completion due to utility relocation
issues.

• CR352, hope to begin wedge paving next week.
• 68th Street, pipe replacement happened this week.
• CR380 by airport, next week pipe replacement.
• 77th Avenue west of CR687, pipe installation to take place next week.
• 48th Avenue, pending weather, shaping and paving.
• Preventative Maintenance bridge projects, November letting.
• 24th Avenue bridge, possible December letting, for sure January letting.

Engineer-Manager’s Update:

• 56 Service Requests received since October 2, 2014
• Roof project to begin this week, pending weather.

Legal Issues:

Notice was given to Boersen Farms Ag regarding temporary construction drive on 64th

Avenue west of M51.

A motion was made by Svilpe and seconded by Ray to adjourn the Call of the Chair at 8:36
PM.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

____________________________ _______________________________
Secretary Chairman


