
Van Buren County Board of Road Commissioners

June 21, 2017
Regular Meeting - Administrative Office, Lawrence, Michigan

BE IT REMEMBERED: That on the 21st day of June, 2017 at 7:00 PM, E.D.T., the Board
of County Road Commissioners for the County of Van Buren met in regular session in the
offices in Lawrence, Michigan.

PRESENT: Road Commissioners Askew, Boze, Kinney, Ray, and Svilpe
Engineer-Manager Lawrence B. Hummel, P.E.
Board Secretary-Accountant Linnea Rader
Highway Engineer Barry Anttila

GUESTS: Dan Faulkner, Village of Lawrence
Donna Spenner, Lawrence School Board
John Vargo
Donna Bell
Frank Bell

Chairman Askew called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

No additions/deletions to the Agenda.

Motion by Boze, seconded by Svilpe to approve the Agenda.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Moved by Svilpe and seconded by Boze to approve the minutes of the June 7, 2017
meeting as presented by Board Secretary Rader.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

The Chairman opened the meeting to public comment.  Dan Faulkner of the Village of
Lawrence addressed the Board regarding the CMAQ/Safe Routes to School pathway
project.  He asked the Board for clarification on what their concerns were in declining to
take action with regard to the proposed easements.  He voiced concern that the deadline
needed to be reached for the pathway easements.  Donna Spenner, President of the
Lawrence Public School Board provided discussion about the location of the trail and the
various options relating to rail and trail versus a permanent easement.  Commissioner
Kinney asked what they are truly asking for from the Road Commission Board?  Faulkner
wants to know if the Board is willing to provide an additional 25' easement south of the rail
corridor per their Engineer.  Commissioner Ray questioned why 50' of existing railroad right
of way is not sufficient to accommodate both the trail and rail?  Board discussed multiple
options and asked several additional questions.  Several board members voiced concern
over location of the “new” 25' of requested right of way.  Board feels that a meeting needs
to be scheduled between the Village, the School, the Railroad, the MDOT and/or the
Village’s Engineer.  Staff will work with the concerned parties to coordinate a meeting. 
Commissioner Svilpe asked why pedestrians can’t just use the sidewalks and roads that
already exist in town.  Faulkner and Spenner answered that Safe Routes to School covers
sidewalk updates, CMAQ covers non-motorized trail portion, and that the grant is to reduce
emissions by eliminating the need for busses to pick up students on one side of town and
drop off at school.

Frank Bell of Scott Lake provided pictures and a letter of support from his neighbors about
water flowing from south side to north side of the roadway.  Commissioner Ray interjected
with information about the natural water flow law.  Mr. Bell is requesting that current
drainage be re-routed down the street to the Lake Association’s property, which would then
be the outlet to the two lakes.  Several Commissioners questioned the location, existing
topography, etc.  It appears that the Scott Lake Shores Association has offered up the
property as part of a longer term drainage plan for the lake area.  The Board felt that the
issue needs to be dealt with by the Lake Association, the Township, and the Drain
Commission and then coordinated with the Road Commission for any further necessary



action.  Mr. Bell is still adamant as to his and his wife’s “refusal” to allow the water to
continue flowing through the pipe toward the lake.

Budget review provided by Board Secretary-Accountant Rader.  Reviewed budgets
provided to the Board.  No new MTF since last meeting.  We have been receiving township
contributions.  Approximately $300,000 in today’s voucher is for CM90 for the sealcoat
program, and over $120,000 in payment of paving bills.  Received performance audit
performed by the Department of Treasury.  Reviewed Property and Workers
Compensation premiums.

Moved by Boze, seconded by Svilpe to approve the following Road Commission Vouchers:

Voucher #1976 $104,148.72
Voucher #1977 $621,857.87

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

Engineer-Manager updated the Board on the award of the bid for heavy maintenance on
24th Avenue, Bloomingdale Township, to Michigan Paving & Materials Co., in the best
interest of the Van Buren County Road Commission and the Township.

Motion by Svilpe, seconded by Boze to mark the Official Voting Ballot for the MCRCSIP
At-Large Representative as follows: Lester Livermore from the Mackinac County Road
Commission, and Tim O’Rourke of the Roscommon County Road Commission.

Road Commissioner's Township Meeting Attendance Report - June 7th to present:

Askew: Covert Township, everything is going well.  Geneva Township, questions on dust
control application errors.  Question on sealcoat.  Advised them that Staff puts notice on
each door in advance of each project.  Mr. Cochran meeting to view claim of flooding. 
Staff informed the Board of the history of this issue, and involvement with the Drain
Commission over the years.  Bangor Township, discussion regarding Southwestern
Michigan Dust Control.  South Haven Township, updated Board on Evergreen Bluff status.

Boze: Keeler Township, asked if 77th Avenue issue has been resolved?  Received several
complaints.  Staff will investigate.  Lawrence Township, excellent job on gravel application. 
Complaint on dust control in bags.  Staff informed Board that the township controls the
number of bags resident can receive.  Complaint regarding farmers planting up to the road. 
Want to know how this can be resolved.  Staff will contact the Township regarding the
exact location of concern.  Hartford Township, everything is going well. Hamilton Township,
everything is going well.

Kinney: Decatur Township, questions on dust control application.  Had over $3,000
remaining in Primary funds.  Authorized applying to CR352 sealcoat program.  Potholes
on CR669.

Ray: Pine Grove Township, requested to use remaining primary balance along CR388. 
Anttila supplied a response and will discuss with Township.  Request for boom mowing.

Svilpe: Antwerp Township, updated the Board on mowing schedule, as well as pavement
markings on the new paving projects.  Almena Township, updated the Board on mowing
schedule.  Township asked who did paving work on 30th Street.  Directed her to contact the
office.  Township indicated not happy with dust control contractors applications.  Porter
Township, mowing update.  Questions on the MTF funding this year.

Construction Update - Highway Engineer Barry Anttila reported on the following:
• All Antwerp Township paving work is complete.  Pavement markings yet to be

applied.
• CR380, Geneva Township, completed.  Minor restoration issues being monitored.
• CR376, Bangor Township, pipes are in.  Trenching started.
• 78th Street, Decatur Township, waiting for signed program sheet.
• CR653 cross pipe, Pine Grove Township, awaiting MDEQ approval.
• Van Kal, Almena Township, advertised bid.  Opening at next meeting.
• Summer Engineering Technicians still working on survey work for future projects. 
• Review CR653 overlay/cap for 2018 season per: Chip Ray.



• Red Arrow Highway at 70th Street, project to begin on July 5th.
• CR687 North of Hartford, pushed back start date.
• Blue Star Highway Bridge, closing in on re-opening to traffic.
• Blue Star Highway and CR687 South of Hartford should be an August letting.

Engineer-Manager’s Update:
• Schedule Workshop to review Request for Qualifications-Labor Attorney, and for

discussion of Primary Road only millage.
• Sealcoat update.
• Staff update.
• Snow Plow Road-eo to be hosted by Van Buren County Road Commission on

August 17.  New program this year.

Legal Issues update by Engineer-Manager.  Kincaid hearing was held on June 14.  Kincaid
has until July 14th to comply with Road Commission requirements.

Motion by Svilpe, seconded by Ray to adjourn the Call of the Chair at 9:38 PM.

AYES: 5
NAYS: 0
MOTION CARRIED.

____________________________ _______________________________
Secretary Chairman


